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Legendary bassist Rodney Whitaker has been a celebrated force in Michigan's 
jazz eco-system since returning to develop the world-class program at Michigan 
State University. Active with numerous jazz legacy institutions, Whitaker has 
spent five-years as Artist in Residence with the historic Christ Church Cranbrook 
near Detroit, where its wide-ranging arts and community offerings has afforded 
Whitaker and choir director Christopher Wells to collaborate, providing rich 
opportunities to bring together the worlds of jazz and traditional choir music. 
This recording documents their long-running Sacred Jazz Concerts and features 
preeminent jazz vocalist Vanessa Rubin, with Whitaker's sextet and the Church's 
choir, performing arrangements of hymns, Christmas favorites, and jazz 
standards of the season, including Mel Torme's "The Christmas Song" and Vince 
Guaraldi's "Christmas Time is Here." 
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  1  Personent Hodie   6:04
  2  The Christmas Song   4:58
  3  In the Bleak Midwinter   4:57
  4  We Three Kings   4:42
  5  I Love the Winter Weather   2:56
  6  Christmas Time is Here   3:14
  7  Winter Wonderland   8:55
  8  O Holy Night   5:38
  9  A Child is Born   4:56
10  My Favorite Things   4:49
11  It's Easy to Blame the Weather 4:53
12  Little Drummer Boy   5:40
13  Silent Night   4:32
14  Have Yourself A Merry 
      Little Christmas   5:22

Executive Producer: 
The Rev. Dr. William J. Danaher, Jr.
Produced by Rodney Whitaker & Christopher Wells
Recorded & mixed by Corey DeRushia at 
Troubadour Recording Studio, Lansing, MI
October 16-17, 2020
Mastered by Jim Alfredson, Lansing, MI
Cover design & layout by John Bishop

f e a t u r i n g 
VA N E S S A R U B I N

RODNEY WHITAKER 
 
CHRIST CHURCH 
CRANBROOK CHOIR

w i t h t h e

Christopher Wells, Director 

CRANBROOK 
CHRISTMAS 
JAZZ

TIMOTHY BLACKMON  Trumpet 
LEN’I McKINNEY  Baritone & Alto Sax
CHRIS GLASSMAN  Bass Trombone 
RICK ROE  Piano
RODNEY WHITAKER  Bass
MICHAEL REED  Drums

VANESSA RUBIN   (2,6,9,10,14)
ROCKELLE WHITAKER  (4,12)   
CHRISTOPHER McDOLE  (5,11)
TOM SHILAKES  (3)
MARC MEYERS  (8)
KATE LUCANDER  (13)
CHRIST CHURCH CRANBROOK CHOIR
Christopher Wells, Director   
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